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ly impossible ; but how the Greeks found it out, we do not know; 
but the result of the instantaneous photograph shows that the horse 
in trotting got his feet exactly into the position as represented on 
the friezes of the Parthenon. Now, on that same principle, by means 
of the electric-light, and the flashing photograph, we might possibly 
bring these matters to a very much more accurate result than by at- 
tempts made in the way that the gentleman who preceded me ex- 
plained to us. It rather seemed that his method is just the first step 
in that direction, and that in a very short time we shall have some 
other means of finding out exactly what these positions of the vocal 
organs are, and, while I have no doubt that the ear, provided the ear 
be correct, is one of the best guides, still, for those persons whose ears 
are not correct, or for the absolutely deaf, this plan might be made 
of no inconsiderable service ; and I should like to ask the gentleman 
whether he has in contemplation any experiments of the kind here 
noted, or whether he has made any, or whether he knows of any 
being made by others. 

Prof. Grandgent : — I know of no successful experiments of this 
kind. I have tried in vain to devise some way of making such 
pictures. Of course, the lips can easily be photographed, but the in- 
terior of the mouth cannot : the mouth aperture is not large enough 
to admit of it. The back part of the mouth could never be directly 
photographed at all ; because there are obstacles in the way ; and 
even the visible front part, which, for most vowels, is very small, 
could not, I think, be taken, through the normal mouth aperture. 

Dr. Lyman : — The question, I think, would be whether a powerful 
electric light could not be thrown into the mouth through the most 
minute aperture and in some way a photograph be obtained of it. I 
am rather inclined to think that this could be done. 

Prof. Grandgent: — But that would show only a small spot in the 
mouth. 

Professor Adolph Gerber of Earlham College, presented 
the next communication on 

9. " Russian Animal Folk- Lore compared with the Mediae- 
val Animal Epics of the West," 

after which, on motion of Professor Calvin Thomas (Uni- 
versity of Michigan), the Association adjourned for luncheon in 
Memorial Hall, as on the previous day. After luncheon many 
of the delegates availed themselves of the opportunity to visit 
Longfellow's Study, according to the corteous invitation of 
Miss Longfellow, as announced at the first Session, (cf. p. iv). 



The Fifth Session of the Convention was called to order at 3 
o'clock p. m., by President Lowell, who remarked : The first 
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business of the afternoon is to listen to reports of Committees, 
and first to that of Professor Joynes (Univ. of South Carolina), 
Chairman, on the nomination of officers : 

OFFICERS. 
President, James Russell Lowell, Harvard Univ., 
Secretary, A. Marshall Elliott, Johns Hopkins University, 
Treasurer, H. A. Todd, Johns Hopkins University. 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL : 
THE FOREGOING EX-OFFICIO. 

G. A. Bartlett, Harvard Univ., H. S. White, Cornell Univ., 

Rosalie See, Wellesley College, 
Edw. S. Joynes, Univ. of S. C, Alcee Fortier, Tulane Univ., 

C. W. Kent, Univ. of Tennessee, 

J. M. Hart, Univ. of Cin., Melville B. Anderson, Univ. of fa., 

A. Gerber, Earlham College. 

phonetic section : 
President, A. Melville Bell, Washington, D. C, 
Secretary, C. H. Grandgent, Boston. 

pedagogical section : 
President, Charles E. Fay, Tufts College, 
Secretary, A. N. Van Daell, Mass. Inst, of Technology. 

editorial committee : 
Calvin Thomas, Univ. of Mich., P. B. Marcou, Univ. of Mich. 

The report was accepted without modification. 

President Lowell : — The next business is to listen to the report of 
the committee on place of meeting next year, from Professor Brandt, 
the Chairman. 

Prof. Brandt : — Mr. President, the committee would recommend 
two places from which the Association is requested to choose : the 
first Chicago, and the second Nashville, Tennessee. 

President Lowell : — You have heard the report of your committee 
through its Chairman. Is it your pleasure that the report be accept- 
ed? If so, you will please manifest it by saying aye. Contrary 
minded. It is a vote. Then it would be proper, I suppose, to go on, 
as Professor Brandt reported an alternative between the two places, 
and now decide which of the two shall be the place for next year's 
meeting. 

Prof. Cohn : — I move that the choice between the two localities be 
left to the Executive Committee. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

President Lowell : — The next business is to hear the committee 
on auditing of the Treasurer's report. 
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On behalf of the Committee Prof. E. S. Sheldon, Chairman, 
then reported as follows : 

" The Committee appointed to audit the Treasurer's accounts 
report that the accounts have been examined and appear to be 
correct." 

The Treasurer, Dr. H. A. Todd (Johns Hopkins Univ.): — It per- 
haps would seem necessary to add a word of explanation about the 
itemized account of the Treasurer, which I am very sorry to say in 
putting up my books to bring to the Association, escaped my atten- 
tion ; and it was not until I was on the train that it occurred to me 
that the book which contains the itemized account of expenditures, 
had been left behind. 

President Lowell :— You have heard the report, and also the ex- 
planation ; and is it your pleasure that the report should be accepted, 
as well as the explanation which should accompany it ? If so, you 
will please manifest it by saying aye. 

The report was accepted. 

Next came the report of the committee on resolutions, on 
Prof. Zdanowicz's death, Prof. Primer, Chairman. 

Since our last meeting death has taken from us Professor Casimir 
Zdanowicz and we desire to place on record our heartfelt sorrow at 
the loss of our esteemed colleague. His qualities, both social and in- 
tellectual, were such as to win love and admiration. With keen in- 
tellectual powers, a zealous fondness for his literary and philological 
worth he had the remarkable gift of inspiring students with true fond- 
ness for study and a love of high and thorough scholarship. There- 
fore, be it Resolved : 

i. That by his death we have lost a colleague whom we respected 
for his ability and integrity, and whom we loved for his never-failing 
courtesy and geniality. 

2. That the members of this Association extend to the family of the 
deceased the sincere expression of sympathy in the severe affliction 
which they and we have been called to suffer ; 

3. That a copy of these resolutions be sent to the widow of the 
deceased. 

Prof. Joynes : — I move that these resolutions be adopted by a rising 
vote. 

The resolutions were so adopted. 

Prof. Joynes :— Mr. President, there is a matter, sir, that is not on 
the programme, I believe, for which I beg leave to interrupt only a 
moment the regular course of proceedings. It would be quite im- 
possible to reduce to the cold letter of a resolution the sentiments 
that are felt by this Association with reference to our obligations to 
those who have so cordially and delightfully entertained us, to the 
pleasure we have felt in our visit, and to the reluctance with which 
we look forward to the necessity of our departure. Yet it would be 
equally impossible to undertake to express those sentiments by an 
address, however elaborate. I shall, therefore, take the liberty of 
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undertaking only to indicate and suggest in a few words, what may 
imperfectly represent the feeling of this Association — 

Resolved, that the thanks of this Association are due, and are here- 
by tendered to the officers of Harvard University, and to the local 
committee, for courtesies and accommodations extended ; to the 
President and Fellows for the hospitality of the table ; to such hotels 
and railroad companies as have granted us special privileges ; to all 
who, in any way, have done us good or wished us well : and further, 
that it is with sincere regret that those of us who have come from 
abroad to this favored centre of learning and culture take leave of 
fair Harvard and of glorious old Boston, with all its dialects (Laught- 
er), until we shall have the pleasure and privilege to come again. I 
move sir, the adoption of those resolutions. 

The resolutions were unanimously adopted. 

President Lowell : — The next business is to listen to a paper on 

9. " The Influence of the Weakness of Accent-Stress on 
Phonetic Change in French," by Dr. Philippe B. Marcou, of 
the University of Michigan. 

Dr. Marcou read his paper and immediately after this Dr. 
James W. Bright (Johns Hopkins Univ.), put the following 
motion : 

Mr. President, because of the lateness of the hour and the some- 
what close relationship between the paper that has just been read 
and that which is to follow, I beg to be permitted to offer the motion 
that the discussion of this paper be combined with the discussion of 
the paper which follows. 

The motion was carried 

Prof. John E. Matzke, of Bowdoin College, next read a 
paper on 

10. '• Dialect Peculiarities in the development of / mouille in 
Old French." 

Professor E. S. Sheldon : — Mr. President, the paper which was 
read by Dr. Marcou is one which calls, in general phonetic princi- 
ples, for the explanation of linguistic changes. A difficulty exists 
with such explanations that we sometimes hardly know which one of 
several possibilities to choose. The hypothesis (I believe it was pre- 
sented only as such), seems to me a sufficiently good one to explain 
the phenomena that we actually find, if it be granted that in the 
modern pronunciation the accent-stress is weaker in the French than 
it is in the Spanish, and weaker in the Spanish than it is in the Italian. 
But it seems to me there are other possibilities which might explain 
as well the phenomena that we find. The mere fact of coincidences 
will not enable us to say that of two phenomena which we observe, the 
one is the cause of the other. It is by no means certain that the older 
relations in stress-accent among these three languages were the same 



